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Climate 101 

• Key messages from the Third National Climate 

Assessment, released in May 2014 

• Observed trends in important climate variables 

• Future projections based on plausible scenarios of 

greenhouse gas concentration trends, as simulated by 

global climate models 
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Third National Climate Assessment 
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REPORT FINDING 1 
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Climate 101 

Some extreme weather 
and climate events have 
increased in recent 
decades, and new and 
stronger evidence 
confirms that some of 
these increases are 
related to human 
activities. 
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Climate 101 

Human-induced climate change is projected to 
continue, and it will accelerate significantly if 
emissions of heat-trapping gases continue to 
increase. 
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Projected Changes in Water Withdrawal 
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Climate 101 

• There are both positive and negative impacts to global 
warming 

• Ecosystems have evolved and human systems have 
adapted to the past climate 

• Overall, the net impacts are likely to be negative 



Climate 101 

• High confidence in continued rapid warming and in other 
climate changes directly related to temperature 
 Increase in heat waves 

 Decrease in cold waves 

 Increase in extreme rainfall 

• Medium confidence in increased drought (in most areas) 
and increased intensity of strong hurricanes 

• Uncertainty about changes in severe thunderstorms 
(hailstorms,tornadoes) 
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To access the Climate Change in the United States report,  
please visit: 

    nca2014.globalchange.gov  
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