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The Question Slide

*Does your Legislature work with Mason’s?
*Does your Legislature work with Jefferson’s?
*Does your Legislature work with Robert’s?




The Agenda

*History of Parliamentary Procedure

*Parliamentary Procedure in America
e Jefferson’s Manual
*Cushing’s Manual
*Robert’s Rules of Order




The Agenda (pt. 2)

*Parliamentary Procedure in the Government

*Mason’s Manual
*\Who was Paul Mason?

* What are the benefits of using Mason’s
Manual?




The History of
Parliamentary Procedure



Group Decision Making

Pre-Dates H

1Story

* Ancient Israelites:
Great Sanhedrin

* Ancient Rome:
Senate and Councils

* Ancient Athens:

Assembly
* l[roquois Lea

gue:

Grand Council
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COMMONERS
HENRY |1l (KNIGHTS)

GICHS 6000 GREAT COUNCIL

I ﬁ?ﬁ)




From Great Councils to Parliament

*By 1275 membership expands to
occasionally include knights and burgesses

*1311: Commons attend all meetings

*Separation into two houses — Lords and
Commons — completed after 1340




Journal of the
House of Commons

* Begun in 1547 by the Clerk
* Recorded precedents

* Beginning in 1580, used as evidence
of precedent




T Lex Parliamentaria :
OR, A

'TREATISE

: OF THE
LA\V and CUSTOM

OF THE

.li
| ..PARLIAME\ITS

~ €ngland. ,

By G. F. Efq, Prryy

O —— ——— - —

l.ex Parliamentaria

* Written in 1689

* Listed 35 other parliamentary works
as references

With an
APPEND X of 3 C& in Par-
liament between Sir Frawcis Goad. | |
?a and Sir Febw Fortefone, for the| |
: bts Place for the Cousey of
Bucks, 1 Fac. 1.
‘From an Original French: Manulcripe,
Traofisted sxo &;.O,i

Licenced Decemé, 6 :689

Londm, iwcd for Tim, dphvn " de UM&
bead oner apaol St, Dand ey Charch i
Fot or. 1690 |

“Pocket manual” for the members of
Parliament
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Farly Rules

*One subject at a time (adopted 1581)

* Alternation between opposite points of view
(1592)

* Personal attacks avoided in debate (1604)

*The chair always call for the negative vote
(1604)

* Debate must be germane (1610)
__ *Division of the question (1640)




The Parliamentary Process
Brought to America
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Virginia: House of Burgesses, 1619 .
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More
Colonies...

 Differing
sponsoring
companies

* Differing charters

e Differing rules
for decision
making

Al
s
(
Lake . v?.
Superior o o
¢ v
o £
Lake
| Huren Laké Massachusetts
Li. Qpr*aric Bostone Bay
Wichiaan Naw Netherland \—Plymouth
Laka Erie . Rhode Island

Mew Amsterdam Connecticut
New Sweden( New Haven

Maryland

Virginia o 2Mestown

*rRoanoke Island

Spanish Florida

%aint Augustine

Atlanitic

European
Colonial

Settlements:
1650

Il outch

English
B French
B spanish
[ swedish




Growth of governmental procedures

Colonial investors
(companies) set
TEIRSIES
Intercolonial
gatherings

expanded the rules

US Constitution




e =

Thomas Jefferson: America’s First Parliamentarian
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A MANUAL

OF

PARLIAMENTARY PRACTICE.

FOR THE USE

SENATE or var UNITED STATES,

“
T r——
BY THOMAS JEFFERSON,

e A Manual of
= Parliamentary
o Practice

MDCCCI,

THOMAS JEFFERSON

Jetferson’s Manual of Parliamentary Practice




As America Grew.... So Did Organizations

*A need grew for parliamentary guidelines
for voluntary organizations

*Aimed at non-legislative assemblies

*Same principles, but very different
circumstances




Why Not Just Use Jetferson’s?

*Organizational Structure
* Attendance Requirements
*Business of the Body




Cushings Manual

*A Manual of Parliamentary Practice: Rules
of Proceedings and Debate in Deliberative
Assemblies

*“Just the common parliamentary law”

*Each group was to develop their own rules
for items not covered




Growth of the US

POPULATION DENSITY, 1860
PERSONS PER SQUARE MILE
Bl Overoo [ A ‘3'\\
46090 [ %" % ]
300 Miles )
[J19w045 [ ]Under2 ] -
0 300 Kilometers ("_//'?/ﬁ::‘km




& ONLY CURRENT AUTHORIZED EDITI ON of thy
RK ox PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

Roberts Rules of Order

15t edition title: Pocket
Manual of Rules of Order

for Deliberative Assemblies
(1876)

* 11t edition published in
2011

* Most commonly used
* \Very detailed

! ROBERT'S
1 RULES o
i g

ROBERT'S
RULES OF ORDER

REVISED

PDELIBERATIVE ASSEMBLIES

PART 1
RULES OF ORDER
MAERIRU O FARLIANES TARY LAW, Bavel Frow Twa mit
[AR———

FART 1L
ORGANIZATION AND CONDLUCT
OF BUSINESS
AVLIS 1F TEE VUETRONS il g
INE PERNERS OF SULIETIER, CUN VENFLass

FRLATIVE AsarMiaive

GENERAL HENREY M, ROBERT
LB, Anwy

SCOTT, FORESMAN AND COMPANY

CRICAGO ATLANTA NEwW Yusx




Henry Martyn Robert:
Farly Years

* Born May 2, 1937, the son of a
Baptist minister

* Nominated to West Point from Ohio

* Graduated 4t" in his class
(Engineering)

* Corps of Engineers




Henry M. Robert
and I’Sf;ﬂiamentaty
Procedure

 1860: New Bedford
church meeting

* Meeting goes VERY
poorly

* Robert determines to
learn more about
parliamentary
procedure




RONR

* More contentious meetings in San
Francisco

* Compiled a 16-page guide for his
own use at meetings

* First manuscript loosely based on the
procedure of the House of
Representatives




Henry Martyn Robert:
Roberts Rules of Order

15t edition title: Pocket Manual of
Rules of Order for Deliberative
Assemblies (1876)

e 11t edition published in 2011
* Most commonly used
*\Very detailed
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Parliamentary Procedure in
US Government Today
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Most States Use Mason’s

* Of 99 legislative chambers:
e 70 use Mason’s Manual
* 13 use Jefferson’s Manual
* 4 use Robert’s Rules

(Source NCSL)




Mason’s Manual

*Specific rules for state legislatures
*Includes precedents and legal basis




Mason’s Early Lite

1898:
1918:
1921:

1923:

1929:

1932:

Born in Parker, Idaho

Enrolled at BYU

Enrolled in graduate program
(Stanford)

Graduated from Stanford

Began work at the California Senate
Admitted to the California bar
Chief Assistant Secretary for the
California Senate

California Senate Parliamentarian
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Middle Y <
1 Cc XYEars \¢ “m“
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e 1933: First parliamentary writing

e 1935: First edition of Manual of
Legislative Procedure

e 1937: Second edition of Manual

e 1935-1953: Chief of the Division of
Drivers Licenses AND “loaned” to
the California Senate during each

session '
 1958: Appointed as a judge “‘

F=e 1962: Fifth edition of the Manual ~ greading Boy Scout Traffic Safety Announcement,

ca. 1953, Left to right: Senator Hugh M. Burns,
Paul Mason, Senator George Miller, Jr.
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Continued
Parliamentary Work

1967: Parliamentarian for Lt. Gov. Robert Finch

Produced 6t and 7t editions of the Manual of
Legislative Procedure

Turned over copyright to National Conference
of State Legislatures

1985: Paul Mason died in Sacramento,
California, at the age of 87




Mason’s After Mason

* Book becomes known as
“Mason’s Manual of
Legislative Procedure”

e Commission created for
updates

* Most recent edition is the
2010 edition




Using Mason's Manual
of Legislative Procedure

*Recognition

*State-Legislature specific

*Legal references included

*Designed to facilitate citation of authority

*Easier for legislators to understand and use
= *Includes theory




What we Covered

*History of Parliamentary Procedure

*Parliamentary Procedure in America
e Jefferson’s Manual
*Cushing’s Manual
*Robert’s Rules of Order




What we Covered (pt. 2)

*Parliamentary Procedure in the Government

*Mason’s Manual
*\Who was Paul Mason?

* What are the benefits of using Mason’s
Manual?




To Learn More

American Institute of Parliamentarians
www.aipparl.org

Kay Crews, CPP, PRP

www.DallasParliamentarian.com
Kay@DallasParliamentarian.com
214-697-2710




