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FACING THE BRUTAL FACTS
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72,865 Students

2007 Cohort of High School Freshmen

22,334 students
entered the workforce

=

$9,030

average income

16% chance
of earning above
minimum wage




THE DRIVE TO 55
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WHY THE DRIVE TO 55 MATTERS

* Not just Bachelor
Degrees

* Aligned programs

 Technical Skills
have shifted
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HOW WILLWE GET THERE?

Get Students
Get Students In Get Students Out Reconnect Adults
Ready
ﬂ
Promise
College Success MOOCs
Course

TN Promise Summer : :

Bridge

SAILS

Reconnect

Reconnect Complete

Community College

LEAP Reconnect Pilot

Veteran Reconnect



TENNESSEE PROMISE
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COLLEGE ENROLLMENT IN TN
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REACHING ADULTS:
THE CHALLENGE

Where do we

: reach high school ‘ High school

Promise students?

ﬂ Where do we reach /

prospective adult ™
Reconnect learners?

Everywhere



REACHING ADULTS:
THE CHALLENGE

1.) A one-stop information portal
TNReconnect.gov

2.) Tuition-free degree ﬂ
Tennessee Reconnect grants Recon nect
3.) Support and guidance

- Tennessee Reconnect Communities

- Veteran-specific support



CHANGING OUR NARRATIVE

“Free Tuition? Tennessee
Could Tutor New York”

New York Times
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