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H4717 Overview

❖ House Bill 4717 became law May 24, 2016 establishing the 
South Carolina Farm Aid Grant Program.

❖ $40 million available to South Carolina farmers who suffered 
at least a 40% loss of an affected agricultural commodity as a 
result of the October 2015 flooding



❖ A person, including any grant made to a related 
person, may not receive grants aggregating more 
than $100,000
❖ In a percentage ownership situation:

Grant amount x ownership %

❖ One person’s cumulative awards cannot exceed 
$100,000 

Guidelines





Use of Funds
❖ Use of funds:

❖ Must be used for agricultural production expenses 
and losses due to the flood

❖ Must demonstrate the intent to continue the 
agricultural operation

❖ May NOT be used to buy new equipment

❖ Grant recipients will be required to keep receipts 
from purchases made with grant funds for 3 years and 
are subject to audit.

❖ If the funds are used for ineligible expenses, the 
money must be returned and the person can be 
prosecuted.



Application Process
❖ Eligibility Checklist:

❖ Experienced a verifiable loss of agricultural 
commodities of at least 40 percent as a result of 
the catastrophic flooding of October 2015

❖ A farm located in a USDA flood disaster declared 
county in South Carolina (all but Cherokee, Jasper, 
Oconee, and Pickens)

❖ A farm number issued by the Farm Service Agency

❖ Signed and notarized affidavit

❖ W-9

❖ The ability to demonstrate an intent to continue 
farming






