
Adult Correctional Systems
A Comparative Data Report submitted to the

Fiscal Affairs and Government Operations Committee

Southern Legislative Conference

August 2, 2010

H. Gordon Monk, Legislative Fiscal Officer

Matthew LaBruyere, Fiscal Analyst

Louisiana Legislative Fiscal Office



Total State Inmates in SLC States

Year Number of Inmates % Increase

(in state fac.)

1-Jul-99 508,043

1-Jul-00 518,361 2.0%

1-Jul-01 523,683 1.0%

1-Jul-02 534,909 2.1%

1-Jul-03 549,493 2.7%

1-Jul-04 561,007 2.1%

1-Jul-05 569,747 1.6%

1-Jul-06 580,757 1.9%

1-Jul-07 591,261 1.8%

1-Jul-08 606,223 2.5%

1-Jul-09 586,388* 0.5%

* Reflects FY 08 without 
Maryland



Growth of Adult Inmate Population 

Housed in State Facilities (1999-2009)

                    Inmate Population Total Increase Percent

STATE 1-Jul-99 1-Jul-09 1999-2009 Increase

ALABAMA 22,665 26,431 3,766 16.6%

ARKANSAS 10,699 13,234 2,535 23.7%

FLORIDA 68,558 100,829 32,271 47.1%

GEORGIA 41,665 54,049 12,384 29.7%

KENTUCKY 11,849 14,431 2,582 21.8%

LOUISIANA 19,303 20,435 1,132 5.9%

MISSISSIPPI 14,548 23,056 8,508 58.5%

MISSOURI 25,385 30,449 5,064 19.9%

NORTH CAROLINA 31,593 40,824 9,231 29.2%

OKLAHOMA 21,480 24,739 3,259 15.2%

SOUTH CAROLINA 21,172 24,462 3,290 15.5%

TENNESSEE 16,342 19,148 2,806 17.2%

TEXAS 145,956 155,163 9,207 6.3%

VIRGINIA 31,178 34,129 2,951 9.5%

WEST VIRGINIA 3,004 5,009 2,005 66.7%

TOTAL 485,397 586,388 100,991 20.8%



Percent Change in Inmate 

Population in State Facilities 2008-09
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State Inmates Housed in State 

and Local Jails 
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TOTAL STATE = 586,388 TOTAL LOCAL = 47,751

Total Inmates Housed in State and Local Jails = 634,139



Percent Capacity of State 

Correctional Facilities
State % Capacity

AL 197%

AR 102%

FL 95%

GA 92%

KY 104%

LA 97%

MS 97%

MO 98%

State % Capacity

NC 101%

OK 97%

SC 101%

TN 91%

TX 96%

VA 103%

WV 98%

SLC AVG.   101%



System Wide Average 

Cost Per Inmate Day

State Cost/Inmate

AL $43.63

AR $50.43

FL $52.17

GA $47.00

KY $52.10

LA $39.75 

MS $40.86

MO $45.02

State Cost/Inmate

NC $74.77

OK $53.04

SC $35.01

TN $61.34

TX $43.96 

VA $66.66 

WV $57.37 

SLC AVG.  $53.22



Correctional Officer Starting 

Salaries and Staffing Ratios

SLC AVG. SALARY = $25,781 SLC AVG. RATIO = 5.7

STATE

STARTING 

SALARY

INMATE TO 

C.O. RATIO STATE

STARTING 

SALARY

INMATE TO 

C.O. RATIO

MS $22,006 11.1 GA $26,624 7.4

WV $22,584 4.9 MO $26,784 5.4

KY $23,345 6.8 NC $27,309 3.5

SC $24,331 6.1 VA $27,485 4.6

LA $34,357 4.4 AR $27,492 4.7

TN $24,456 6.0 AL $28,517 9.0

OK $24,605 12.7 FL $30,808 5.6

TX $26,016 5.5



Probation and Parole

SLC AVG. Expenditure per Offender = $1,167

STATE

Exp. Per 

Off. STATE

Exp. Per 

Off.

MS $602 TX $1,239

LA $940 WV $1,247

KY $958 MO $1,314

OK $993 NC $1,430

AR $1,024 FL $1,508

AL $1,126 SC $1,569

TN $1,159 GA N/A

VA $1,228



Southern Region Profile

 Profile Question

 Average Age at Commitment

 Average Sentence

 Average Time Served

 Average % White

 Average % Black

 Average % Hispanic

 Average % Other

 Average % Male

 Average % Female

 SLC Response

 33.3 Years of Age

 5.5 Years

 3.0 Years

 45.2%

 49.2%

 5.1%

 1.5%

 91.9%

 8.1%

Selected Characteristics of Adult Inmates as of 7/1/09



Southern Region Profile

 As of July 1, 2009, there were 1,702
inmates serving death sentences.

 The number of SLC inmates executed
increased from 22 in 2008 to 49 in 2009.

 Texas executed the most inmates at 26
and Virginia executed 3 of the 15 (20%) on
death row last year.

 AR, LA, NC & WV (4 states) did not
execute any inmates.

Executions



Southern Region Profile

 As of July 1, 2009, there were 137,060 inmates
serving 20 years of more.

 Of this amount, 19,610 were serving life
sentences (19,415 last year).

 The inmate population housed in state
correctional facilities throughout the SLC
decreased by 2,969 (0.5%).

 New commitments to life sentences increased
by 2,273 (1% change) in 2009 and accounted
for 0.86% of the new admissions in 2008-09.

Life Sentences



Southern Region Profile

 There were 9,897 inmate assaults on other
inmates and 5,468 inmate assaults on staff.

 Arkansas reported the highest rate of inmate
assault on other inmates at 50.78 per 1,000
inmates or 672 inmates.

 There were a total of 17 inmate deaths and 0
staff deaths in 2008-09.

 There was a total of 144 attempted escapes
from the prison grounds with 50 of those still
at-large (increased from 35 last year).

Violent Incidents



Southern Region Profile

 Data collected from each state is compiled into State
Profiles and includes information on inmate
demographics, frequently committed crimes,
HIV/Aids and Hepatitis C statistics, court order
requirements, and state initiatives.

 The state initiatives for 2009 include “The Elderly
and Infirmed Population,” “Prison Based Substance
Abuse Treatment,” “Reentry Programs,” in state
Adult Correctional Facilities.

 Four states (AL, MS, SC, and TX) in the region are
currently under a federal or state court order.

Corrections’ State Profiles



Southern Region Profile

 Over the last three years, the annual growth of
SLC inmates in state facilities has averaged a
1.62% increase.

 SLC states spent over $13.6 billion in FY 2009
to incarcerate adult inmates.

 In the last five years, corrections expenditures
for states in the SLC have increased by 57.44%.

 With construction costs of $78,319 per prison
bed and the average annual operating costs of
incarceration of $16,983 per inmate in the SLC,
corrections has become a significant item for
state budgets.

SLC statistics



Southern Region Profile

 The number of SLC inmates released from
custody in FY 2009 totaled 279,331, while there
was 263,381 new admissions.

 The SLC average recidivism rate for total
population base 3 years after release is 34.8%.

 As of July 1, 2009, 25.1% of the total population
were considered drug offenders.

 9 states use private facilities for the housing of
state inmates at a cost per day per offender of
$41.86. The percentage of state inmates in
private facilities is approximately 11.5%.

SLC statistics



THE END!!!


