












Southern Mantra

•Cheap Labor

•Cheap Land

•Low Taxes





Rural Schools

•Class of 67

•18 went to college

•4 returned





County A  1950 County B

Population

49,046            39,528    

High school grads

1,705              2,195

College grads

425                540



County A  1950 County B

Manufacturing labor

9.8% 49.6%   

Total employment

15,581           15,902

Acres cropland

169,547           53,659   
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County A  2000 County B

Population

+57%                -7%

High school grads

+2038%           +616%

College grads

+1349%           +333%





Rural Alabama has 
25,000 businesses

96% have 49 or fewer 
employees



Rural  LF  6,600

Metro  LF  90,000

1 rural equals 13.6 
metro

50 equals 680



Lesson No. 1

Whatever we’ve called 

“rural development” 

has failed miserably



Lesson No. 2

The rural South many 

of us once knew is 

gone



Lesson No. 3

We must check our 

guns at the door and 

look for new friends
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