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What is Smart Grid?
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Philosophically speakingé

ÅGrowing societal 

demands for energy 

efficiency

ÅRising cost 

environment

ÅGrowing expectations 

for low cost / high 

reliability

Smart Grid activities must 

support the Circle of Life

High reliability

Low prices

High customer

satisfaction

Constructive

regulation

Healthy

capital

spending

CUSTOMERS



Southern Company Direction

ÅCreating the Southern Company 

Smart Grid definition

ÅCataloging current technology 

use and pilot programs 

ÅDeveloping long term strategic 

direction for a comprehensive 

utilization of existing and 

emerging technology

High reliability

Low prices

High customer

satisfaction

Constructive

regulation

Healthy

capital

spending

CUSTOMERS



Smart Grid(smärt grid) n., a seamless, telecommunication 

enabled power delivery system utilizing electronic data and 

other enabling technologies to optimize system 

performance, reliability, and the customerôs experience. 

Definition:

Smart Gridéò Southern Styleó
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Sample of Technology in Use Today

ÅAdvanced Metering Infrastructure

ÅReal Time Pricing options

ÅRemote control of field devices

ÅSubstation Automation

ÅStatic Var Compensation

ÅGas Insulated Substations

ÅRemote fault locating tools

ÅHigh capacity conductors


