


















Anger over border backups boils over at 

U.S.-Mexico conference

SONORA, Mexico (AP), September 28 - Massive traffic jams at the U.S.-Mexico border have Mexican governors in the region demanding that 

Washington address U.S. security concerns without creating border bottlenecks.  The demands arose at the annual U.S.-Mexico border governorôs 

conference at this resort on the Gulf of California, where U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff was expected to discuss increased border 

fencing and stepped up security Friday. 

"We have the biggest parking lots in the world," said Baja California Gov. Eugenio Elorduy, referring to hours-long waits to cross the border. "We 

have to look at this as a crisis. Unfortunately, we are not getting any response from the U.S. government." 

Eduardo Bours, governor of the border state of Sonora, called for more border crossings because those that exist between Arizonaand Sonora are 

saturated. "There are lines of three, four and five hours, and so we have to invest much more in border crossings,"he said. Anger on the Texas side 

of the border over congestion at border ports of entry was expressed earlier this week at a conference of the Border Trade Alliance in Austin.

At the conference, Monica Weisberg-Stewart, a McAllen businesswoman and co-chair of the Texas Border Coalitionôs immigration committee, clashed 

with Jayson P. Ahern, deputy commissioner for U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP).  During a question and answer session, Weisberg-Stewart told 

Ahern it was absurd for CBP start checking driverôs licenses and birth certificates for U.S. citizens entering the country from Mexico when the 

information was not tamperproof and customs officials had to manually enter information into computers.

Ahern responded that the federal government had needed to put its security emphasis on locations between the ports of entry rather than at the ports of 

entry. ñIt will shift back,ò Ahern said.  Ahern said the CBP routinely checks the time it takes to process paperwork at the ports of entry and the current 

average is 45 seconds. ñIf the wait times are one and half hours then that is a capacity issue,ò Ahern said.  Some members ofthe audience rolled their eyes 

in disbelief when Ahern made the 45 seconds remark.

Guardian reporter Steve Taylor contributed to this story.
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