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What is Sea Grant?
·One in every coastal state

·32 total in the country

·Federal/University partnership

·Bridge between research and application of 
research in local communities

·Consists of  Education, Outreach, and 
Extension



Four Main Focus Areas
·Safe and Sustainable 

Seafood Supply

·Healthy Coastal 
Ecosystems

·Sustainable Coastal 
Development

·Hazard Resilience in 
Coastal Communities



Goals of the 
Coastal Storms Program

·Prevent loss of life        
and property

·Lessen economic 
impacts on 
communities and 
business

·Sustain the natural 
environment



Overview

·Setting the Stage

·Coastal Resilience Index

·StormSmartCoasts Network

·Homeowners Handbook

·Conclusion/Questions



Your community 

needs to be more 

resilient.

What do you mean 

by resilient? Give us 

some examples. 



So what does 

all this mean 

to me and my 

community?



Information, 

Research, 

Tools, and 

Resources 

Available

Users of the 

information

Disconnect or Gap





Purpose of the Index
·Provide a simple, inexpensive method for 

community leaders to perform a self-
ÁÓÓÅÓÓÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÒÅÓÉÌÉÅÎÃÅ 
to coastal hazards

·Identify weaknesses a community may want 
to address prior to the next hazard event

·For use within a community, not for 
comparison between communities



Who has completed the Index?
·Community 

completes the index 
for internal use

·Assistance available 
from Sea Grant, 
Coastal Storms 
Program

·Participants with a 
wide range of 
expertise have 
completed the index

· Chief of Police
· Public Works Director
· Floodplain Manager
· Building Official
· Fire Chief
· Parish Administrator
· City Planner
· Community Development 

Director
· Coastal Resources Manager
· Director of Engineering
· Watershed Coordinator
· Environmental Law Specialist
· Emergency Manager
· Director of Code Enforcement



Simple Format
·Use information that is 

readily available

·Six tables in the eight 
page document

·Mainly  yes or no 
questions

·Complete in less than 
three hours


