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Background:

Coal has long been one of the 

regionôs leading industries. 

Coal mining provides: 

- Thousands of good paying jobs

- Millions of dollars for local and state 

economies 

- Low cost electricity for state 

residents. 



A MOMENT OF OPPORTUNITY

We have the opportunity now to become the 

nationôs center of energy and commerce ïif we 

approach it correctly ïwith reason, intelligence 

and common sense.

Our stateôs role is critically important to our nationôs 

quest to become energy independent.
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Poised for the Future: 
The coal industry is well-poised on high-growth 

opportunities as the country pursues energy 

independence and economic growth from a strong 

domestic energy industry

ÅThe industry has great capacity

ÅCommitted management teams in place

ÅAggressive business plans 

ÅQualified, experienced workforce

ÅStrong will to succeed



Our future success is dependent on how we 

deal with todayôs challenges on the 

national and international scale

¸ Global climate change

¸ Cap and Trade legislation

¸ Increasing renewable portfolio

¸ National Energy Policy

¸ EPAôs assault on coal

¸ War on mountaintop mining
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THE BASICS

West Virginia

¸ The second largest coal 
producing state in the nation  
(161 million tons) trailing only 
Wyoming

¸ The largest underground coal 
producing state (95 million tons)

¸ Surface mine production (65 
million tons)

¸ The largest international coal 
exporting state (@ 20 million 
tons) ï70 percent of production 
shipped to 26 domestic states 
and 23 foreign countries.
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