South Carolina
ARTICLE 3.
IDENTIFICATION, INVESTIGATION, AND INTERVENTION
SUBARTICLE 1.
IDENTIFYING AND REPORTING CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
SECTION 63-7-310. Persons required to report.
(A) A physician, nurse, dentist, optometrist, medical examiner, or coroner, or an employee of a county
medical examiner's or coroner's office, or any other medical, emergency medical services, mental health,
or allied health professional, member of the clergy including a Christian Science Practitioner or religious
healer, school teacher, counselor, principal, assistant principal, school attendance officer, social or public
assistance worker, substance abuse treatment staff, or childcare worker in a childcare center or foster care
facility, foster parent, police or law enforcement officer, juvenile justice worker, undertaker, funeral home
director or employee of a funeral home, persons responsible for processing films, computer technician,
judge, or a volunteer non-attorney guardian ad litem serving on behalf of the South Carolina Guardian Ad
Litem Program or on behalf of Richland County CASA must report in accordance with this section when
in the person's professional capacity the person has received information which gives the person reason to
believe that a child has been or may be abused or neglected as defined in Section 63-7-20.
(B) If a person required to report pursuant to subsection (A) has received information in the person's
professional capacity which gives the person reason to believe that a child's physical or mental health or
welfare has been or may be adversely affected by acts or omissions that would be child abuse or neglect if
committed by a parent, guardian, or other person responsible for the child's welfare, but the reporter
believes that the act or omission was committed by a person other than the parent, guardian, or other
person responsible for the child's welfare, the reporter must make a report to the appropriate law
enforcement agency.
(C) Except as provided in subsection (A), a person, including, but not limited to, a volunteer
non-attorney guardian ad litem serving on behalf of the South Carolina Guardian Ad Litem Program or on
behalf of Richland County CASA, who has reason to believe that a child's physical or mental health or
welfare has been or may be adversely affected by abuse and neglect may report, and is encouraged to
report, in accordance with this section.
(D) Reports of child abuse or neglect may be made orally by telephone or otherwise to the county
department of social services or to a law enforcement agency in the county where the child resides or is
found.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2; 2010 Act No. 227, Section 1, eff upon approval (became law
without the Governor's signature on June 8, 2010).
SECTION 63-7-320. Notification and transfer.
(A) Where reports are made pursuant to Section 63-7-310 to a law enforcement agency, the law
enforcement agency shall notify the county department of social services of the law enforcement's
response to the report at the earliest possible time.
(B) Where a county or contiguous counties have established multicounty child protective services, the
county department of social services immediately shall transfer reports pursuant to this section to the
service.

HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-330. Confidentiality of information.
(A) The identity of the person making a report pursuant to this section must be kept confidential by the
agency or department receiving the report and must not be disclosed except as provided for in subsection
(B) or (C) or as otherwise provided for in this chapter.
(B) When the department refers a report to a law enforcement agency for a criminal investigation, the
department must inform the law enforcement agency of the identity of the person who reported the child
abuse or neglect. The identity of the reporter must only be used by the law enforcement agency to
further the criminal investigation arising from the report, and the agency must not disclose the reporter's
identity to any person other than an employee of the agency who is involved in the criminal investigation
arising from the report. If the reporter testifies in a criminal proceeding arising from the report, it must
not be disclosed that the reporter made the report.
(C) When a law enforcement agency refers a report to the department for an investigation or other
response, the law enforcement agency must inform the department of the identity of the person who
reported the child abuse or neglect. The department must not disclose the identity of the reporter to any
person except as authorized by Section 63-7-1990.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-340. Previous reports.
When a report is referred to the department for an investigation or other response, the department must
determine whether previous reports have been made regarding the same child or the same subject of the
report. In determining whether previous reports have been made, the department must determine whether
there are any suspected, indicated, or unfounded reports maintained pursuant to Section 63-7-930
regarding the same child or the same subject of the report.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-350. Reports for lack of investigation.
If the department does not conduct an investigation as a result of information received pursuant to this
subarticle, the department must make a record of the information and must classify the record as a
Category IV unfounded report in accordance with Section 63-7-930. The department and law
enforcement are authorized to use information recorded pursuant to this section for purposes of assessing
risk and safety if additional contacts are made concerning the child, the family, or the subject of the
report.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-360. Mandatory reporting to coroner.
A person required under Section 63-7-310 to report cases of suspected child abuse or neglect, including
workers of the department, who has reason to believe a child has died as the result of child abuse or
neglect, shall report this information to the appropriate medical examiner or coroner. Any other person
who has reason to believe that a child has died as a result of child abuse or neglect may report this
information to the appropriate medical examiner or coroner. The medical examiner or coroner shall
accept the report for investigation and shall report his findings to the appropriate law enforcement agency,

circuit solicitor's office, the county department of social services and, if the institution making a report is
a hospital, to the hospital.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-370. Domestic violence reporting.
The law enforcement officer upon receipt of a report of domestic violence may report this information
to the Department of Social Services. The department may treat the case as suspected report of abuse
and may investigate the case as in other allegations of abuse in order to determine if the child has been
harmed.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-380. Photos and x-rays without parental consent.
A person required to report under Section 63-7-310 may take, or cause to be taken, color photographs
of the areas of trauma visible on a child who is the subject of a report and, if medically indicated, a
physician may cause to be performed a radiological examination or other medical examinations or tests of
the child without the consent of the child's parents or guardians. Copies of all photographs, negatives,
radiological, and other medical reports must be sent to the department at the time a report pursuant to
Section 63-7-310 is made, or as soon as reasonably possible after the report is made.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-390. Reporter immunity from liability.
A person required or permitted to report pursuant to Section 63-7-310 or who participates in an
investigation or judicial proceedings resulting from the report, acting in good faith, is immune from civil
and criminal liability which might otherwise result by reason of these actions. In all such civil or criminal
proceedings, good faith is rebuttably presumed. Immunity under this section extends to full disclosure
by the person of facts which gave the person reason to believe that the child's physical or mental health or
welfare had been or might be adversely affected by abuse or neglect.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-400. Department of Social Services immunity from liability.
An employee, volunteer, or official of the Department of Social Services required or authorized to
perform child protective or child welfare-related functions or an individual with whom the department has
contracted to convene family group conferences or a law enforcement officer required or authorized to
perform child protective or child welfare related functions is immune from civil or criminal liability
which might otherwise result by reason of acts or omissions within the scope of the official duties of the
employee, volunteer, convener, officer, or official, as long as the employee, volunteer, convener, officer,
or official acted in good faith and was not reckless, wilful, wanton, or grossly negligent. In all such civil
or criminal proceedings good faith is rebuttably presumed. This grant of immunity is cumulative to and
does not replace any other immunity provided under the South Carolina Tort Claims Act.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-410. Failure to report; penalties.

A person required to report a case of child abuse or neglect or a person required to perform any other
function under this article who knowingly fails to do so, or a person who threatens or attempts to
intimidate a witness is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than five
hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than six months, or both.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-420. Abrogation of privileged communication; exceptions.
The privileged quality of communication between husband and wife and any professional person and
his patient or client, except that between attorney and client or clergy member, including Christian
Science Practitioner or religious healer, and penitent, is abrogated and does not constitute grounds for
failure to report or the exclusion of evidence in a civil protective proceeding resulting from a report
pursuant to this article. However, a clergy member, including Christian Science Practitioner or religious
healer, must report in accordance with this subarticle except when information is received from the
alleged perpetrator of the abuse and neglect during a communication that is protected by the clergy and
penitent privilege as provided for in Section 19-11-90.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-430. Civil action for bad faith reporting.
(A) If the family court determines pursuant to Section 63-7-2000 that a person has made a report of
suspected child abuse or neglect maliciously or in bad faith or if a person has been found guilty of making
a false report pursuant to Section 63-7-440, the department may bring a civil action to recover the costs of
the department's investigation and proceedings associated with the investigation, including attorney's fees.
The department also is entitled to recover costs and attorney's fees incurred in the civil action authorized
by this section. The decision of whether to bring a civil action pursuant to this section is in the sole
discretion of the department.
(B) If the family court determines pursuant to Section 63-7-2000 that a person has made a false report
of suspected child abuse or neglect maliciously or in bad faith or if a person has been found guilty of
making a false report pursuant to Section 63-7-440, a person who was subject of the false report has a
civil cause of action against the person who made the false report and is entitled to recover from the
person who made the false report such relief as may be appropriate, including:
(1) actual damages;
(2) punitive damages; and
(3) a reasonable attorney's fee and other litigation costs reasonably incurred.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-440. Knowingly making false report.
(A) It is unlawful to knowingly make a false report of abuse or neglect.
(B) A person who violates subsection (A) is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be
fined not more than five thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than ninety days, or both.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.
SECTION 63-7-450. Department of Social Services to provide information to public.

(A) The Department of Social Services Protective Services shall inform all persons required to report
under this subarticle of the nature, problem, and extent of child abuse and neglect and of their duties and
responsibilities in accordance with this article. The department also, on a continuing basis, shall conduct
training programs for department staff and appropriate training for persons required to report under this
subarticle.
(B) The department, on a continuing basis, shall inform the public of the nature, problem, and extent of
the child abuse and neglect and of the remedial and therapeutic services available to children and their
families. The department shall encourage families to seek help consistent with Section 63-7-30.
(C) The department, on a continuing basis, shall actively publicize the appropriate telephone numbers
to receive reports of suspected child abuse and neglect, including the twenty-four hour, statewide,
toll-free telephone service and respective numbers of the county department offices.
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 361, Section 2.

